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Principal’s Message

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year! The faculty and staff to have you as part of the Hamilton family! Our
school theme for the 2023-2024 year continues to be “Learning Like A Rock Star At Hamilton Elementary
School”. Together we will work hard to develop and demonstrate mastery of the Georgia Standards of
Excellence. We commit to support you in all areas - academic, physical, and social emotional - to ensure your
success in and out of the classroom. We know that you, as students and parents, will strive to continue the
rich tradition of Hamilton Elementary.

The pages of the handbook are filled with important information regarding school policies and procedures.
Parents and students should review the contents together. If you have questions, please call the school office.
We feel that open and clear communication between school and home is important to the success of our
educational program.

We welcome your participation and support this year and solicit your membership in the PTO. Working
together, we will be able to meet and surpass our goals, indivudiually and school wide, and celebrate the
achievements of our students.

HAMILTON’S VISION
Hamilton School is committed to providing quality educational experiences in a safe, positive environment
that allows all learners to become productive citizens.

HAMILTON'’S MISSION STATEMENT
Our school is dedicated to Helping Every Student each day achieve excellence in every way.

HAMILTON’S BELIEF STATEMENTS

e We believe clearly stated expectations and consistent discipline will increase productivity and
achievement when students are challenged in a well-defined learning environment.

e  We believe there should be a balance of teaching methods, including the use of innovative
technology, in order to meet the needs and learning styles of every student.

o  We believe a child’s self-esteem is developed when there is mutual respect between students, staff,
and parents who work together to provide successful learning experiences.

e  We believe character development is an important part of the educational experience, which enables
the child to succeed in a culturally diverse society.
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The following procedures and policies are additions to our county policies and are school specific to Hamilton
School:

After 7:40 am all doors will be locked except for the main entrance to ensure the safety of students and staff.
Please sign your child in at the main office and secure a visitor’s pass if you plan to visit the classroom.

SCHOOL HOURS: Students need to be supervised at all times. Staff’s assigned duty begins at 7:15 am.
Please keep our students safe and secure by not arriving before 7:15 am. Students must not be dropped off
until an adult is on duty and the students are supervised. Instruction for the school day begins at 7:15 am.
Students will be counted tardy after 7:40 am. Student tardiness and early afternoon pick-up interrupt
instruction and learning for all students and are discouraged. Please try to schedule doctor and dentist

appointments after school hours when possible. Students will not be signed out after 2:00 unless it is an

emergency.
If a student must leave school early, a written note should be sent with the student on the morning of the early

release. The parent will need to sign the student out in the office. The student will be called to the office for
dismissal before 2:00 to the parent. For your child’s safety, the classroom teacher will not release a child to
anyone who has not signed the child out in the office.

MORNING ARRIVAL AND AFTERNOON PICK-UP: The front drive is for buses only during arrival and
dismissal times. Please do not block the front drive in the morning. If you bring your child to school, please
use one of the back driveways off Thigpen Trail and drive to the west end of the campus. The back driveways
will be closed after drop off at 7:40 am and reopen at 2:10 pm. Please drive slowly through this area and do
not pass other cars. The students may enter the school at 7:15 am. No student may be picked up in the front
office after 2:00pm. In the afternoon please follow the same procedure. Keep student’s names in car
window to be easily seen. Students are dismissed at 2:35. Please send a note if your child will do something
different at the end of the day. A child must have a note to ride a different bus or to go home with another
student. Please call the office before 1:30 to make changes in transportation.

CAFETERIA AND SNACKS:
* Students need an excuse from the doctor if they cannot drink milk.
= Fastfood is not permitted.
* Glass bottles are not permitted. Children may bring juice boxes, Gatorade, etc.
»  Fruitjuice and water are available for purchase in the cafeteria for $1.00
» Ice cream is available at the teacher’s discretion for $1.00
= Please send healthy snacks for recess. Snacks may not be shared with other students. Chewing
gum is not allowed on the bus or at school.
=  Meal Prices-
o Breakfast- students-No Charge adults-$2.50
o Lunch- students-No Charge adults-$4.00
o Extramilk- $.35
o Additional full meals breakfast -$2.50 Lunch- $4.00. Parents may apply money to their child’s
account for these additional meals. Prices will vary for individual extra items.
Soft drinks are not allowed.
Food items cannot be warmed up for students.

o (a) Food items served to students at class parties or school functions will be
commercially prepared and packaged. Nutritional labels will be available on all products
served. Homemade items will not be allowed at school functions during normal school hours.
(state and local new guidleines)

= This applies to class parties, fundraisers, etc. held during the normal school day for all
grades...PK--12. Does not apply to events such as Fall Festivals which are typically held after the
normal school day. Parties and fundraisers can still take place, but must do so using items purchased

from a licensed provider such as a grocery store or bakery with a commercial business license.

o O
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VOLUNTEERS/VISITORS: Parents and community members are encouraged to volunteer in classrooms, as
well as in the media center and cafeteria. Adults are also welcome to help with special events at the teacher’s
request. All visitors must stop by the office and pick up a visitor’s pass. For the safety of students, we need to
know the names of everyone who comes on campus. Thanks for your cooperation. If chaperoning a trip or
volunteering on campus, you will need to have a background check completed each year. See office staff for
details.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES and COMMUNICATION: A parent is welcome to communicate with the
teacher by note, remind text, email, and/or phone. You may arrange a conference by calling 941-5594.
Please do not come to the school for a conference without arranging it first. Check your child’s folder each
day. Review homework and return any papers that need to be signed in a timely manner.

PARTIES: Class parties will correspond with Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, and End-of Year. These
parties should be scheduled by the teacher and room parents. We discourage birthday parties at school but
with the permission of the teacher you may bring light store bought pre packaged refreshments. Invitations
for individual parties cannot be handed out at school UNLESS every student gets an invitation. No siblings are
allowed at your child’s class parties. Please see the Cafeteria and Snacks portion of this handbook. We must
adhere to the board policies.

ATTENDANCE: It is the law! Students who have fever, vomiting, or diarrhea MUST wait a 24-hour
period (medicine free) before returning to school. A child must attend school until 11:20 to be counted
present for the day. Sick students must be picked up in a timely manner. Sick children left in the clinic will not
be counted present. Students that have appointments during the day will be counted present if they are
present at school for 3 %2 hours of instruction. An excused or unexcused absence is an absence from school.
Please send a note the next day when your child is absent. A copy of the Colquitt County Attendance Policy
will be sent home at the beginning of the year.

DRESS CODE: Students should adhere to the Colquitt County dress code in the student code of conduct
(found in this agenda planner). Spaghetti straps may be worn with a sweater, a shrug, or a jacket. Tennis
shoes are recommended for days that students have PE. Leggings must be worn with a long shirt or dress.
Shorts, skirts, and dresses must be appropriate length. (longer than the students’ finger tips with hands
relaxed by their sides) Pants/shorts must not have holes/rips /distressed above the knees.

FIELD TRIPS: Field Trips are a part of the school standards and learning takes place. NO siblings are
allowed on field trips. Parents are not allowed to ride the school bus for liability reasons per CCBOE policy.
We also ask that adults that go with us on field trips adhere to the Tobacco Free/Drug Free Board Policy.
Parents/Adults are required to have a background check each year to attend field trips when supervising
students. You must get a form from the school and once they are completed, they will be returned to the
CCBOE from the Sheriff’s department.

Technology Devices: Cell phones/technology devices must be kept in the students’ book bag unless the
student has permission from the teacher for an instructional project. All electronic devices must be turned off.
Students may not send or receive text messages or phone calls on personal devices, including phones or
watches. Students must adhere to school policies and procedures when using school technology. (Follow
School Baord policies —these policies are in the student’s handbook) Hamilton is not responsible for lost or
damaged devices.

Toys: Toys are not allowed at school.

No Weapons of any kind are allowed on campus or grounds with the exception of law enforcement.
Hamilton will follow the Colquitt County Code of Conduct.
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A PARENT’S RIGHT TO KNOW

Under the Every Student Succeeds Act a parent has the right to know the following information:
e The qualifications of the school staff providing instruction to their child.
e Their child's level of achievement on each state academic assessment.

e  Whether their child has been assigned to or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks
by a teacher of a core academic subject who is not highly qualified.

Upon the parents request the school is to provide the following information:

o  Whether the teacher has met state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade level and
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

o  Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.

e The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any graduate certification or degree held by the
teacher and the field of discipline of the certification or degree.

o  Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and if so their qualifications.

If you are unable to obtain the necessary information, you may call you child’s principal for this information,
or our Personnel Office at 890-6225.

All staff at Hamilton Elementary is Highly Qualified
Colquitt County BOE - Attendance Policy:

Each school year is always an exciting time for students, staff, and families. In order to educate our students,
they must be present and on time each day. To ensure success, we ask parents to ensure their children come
to school on time each day unless they are sick. If your student is absent due to illness, be sure to submit a
note to the school when the student returns. This protocol will be followed at each school for students who
are enrolled and/or of compulsory school age.

Attendance
Protocol

Each student is to submit written documentation following days absent. (Parent or Doctor Note) Additionally,
it is important that your child ask for any missed work following an absence. Valuable minutes of
instructional time are missed each time your child is tardy or absent. We are committed to providing the best
education possible for your child. Regrettably, this process is adversely affected by poor attendance and
causes your student to fall behind academically. We believe that a strong partnership between home and
school is essential in the education of children.

We know that you care and are concerned about your child’s success in school, and it is our goal to help
in resolving this problem. If you have any questions, please contact your school Social Worker.

Colquitt County Board of Education Protocol for Attendance is as
follows:

1. Five (5) unexcused days - School Based Hearing 2. Seven (7) unexcused days - Hearing with School

Officials, District Attorney Representative, and Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) 3. Twelve
(12) unexcused days - possible legal action
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A Seven (7) Day Hearing with School Officials, District Attorney Representative, and Division of Family and
Children Services will be held once for a parent/guardian of a student enrolled in Colquitt County Schools. In
subsequent years, a Five (5) Day School based Hearing will be held, then the progression as outlined in the
Attendance Protocol with stated consequences for twelve (12) day absences will apply based on attendance
during the current school year. Please be advised, should legal action become necessary, the student’s
attendance history will be a factor in making that determination.

Thank you for your cooperation and partnership with Colquitt County Schools and ensuring the
best educational experience for your child.

Under new GA law each school shall include in their handbook a list without limitation of the

names of all clubs and organizations, the mission or purpose of the club or organization, name of
the club’s or organization’s faculty advisor(s), and a description of past or planned activities. The
handbook shall also include an area for a parent or legal guardian to decline permission for his or

her student to participate in a club or organization designated by him or her.

CLUBS: Hamilton Elementary School offers the following clubs/organizations to eligible students:
SGA CLUB -

e Mission or purpose - To teach students the ideals of democracy in the school setting.

o Faculty advisors - Amy Hardigree and Theresa James

e Activities ~-Homecoming float, Teacher Appreciation, Trell Coleman Scholarship, DQ Night and Skate
Night, T-shirt sales

4-H CLUB - is open to all students in 4th & 5t grade.

e Mission or purpose - I Pledge my Head to clearer thinking, my Heart to greater loyalty, my Hands to
larger service, and my Health to better living, for my club, my community, my country, and my world.

e Faculty advisors -Emily Summerlin & Katie Whitlatch

e Activities - Georgia National Fair 4-H Events; 4-H Quiz; 4-H Friends: Building Stronger Families; CPA
& DPA; DPA Workshops; 4-H Camping with Friends; Monthly meetings

TECHNOLOGY CLUBs - offered in each Colquitt County School. Technology Club meetings will not interfere
with instructional time. Students are selected by passing a technology test. Students must be in good academic,
attendance, and discipline standing and have parent permission. Teachers are encouraged to select students
who demonstrate technology aptitude and interest.

e Mission or purpose - the goal of the Technology Club is to promote the use of computer technology,
enabling those who join the club to enhance educational experiences.

e Faculty advisor(s) - Justin McDowell & Lori Linnenkohl (Coding)

e Activities - Club activities include developmentally appropriate practices and programs that promote
school service and academic achievement through the use of technology and applications of problem
solving skills. Activities may be organized before or after school, during lunch, or weekends.

e Policy - any personal information that might be collected on a club member will not be made available
to anyone except authorized Technology Club personnel. In that case, such personal information is
used only for purposes related to the Technology Club. Club advisors are responsible for enforcing the
Acceptable Use Policy of the school at which a club member attends.

RUNNING CLUB: Faculty Advisor-Coach Redmond

SIGN LANGUAGE CLUB: Faculty Advisors-Theresa James & Rose Scott

MUSIC CLUB/Handbells: Faculty Advisor-Theresa James

JUNIOR BETA CLUB- Faculty Advisors-Emily Summerlin & Katie Whitlatch

Open by invitation to rising 5t graders who exceed the standard in one or more subjects and are on the AB
Honor Roll.

e Mission or Purpose- To promote the ideas of character, service and leadership among
elementary and secondary students, to reward meritorious achievement and to
encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school.

e Faculty advisors- Natalie Broome and Allison Hamilton

e Activities- Community Service projects, school beautification and monthly meetings.
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We, at Hamilton Elementary, believe it is advantageous for students to participate in organized clubs, sports
and other extracurricular activities. ONLY complete the bottom portion of this page if you DO NOT want your

child to participate in any club or organization that he or she may be eligible for.

Bullying Policy

» Parents, students, and staff are informed of the system and school policy on bullying
via school website and handbooks/agendas (Bullying Awareness information,
Pledges & Board Policy JCDAG Summary.

» All students are educated about bullying- prevention and reporting- through Bi-
weekly guidance lessons and daily character education. (Quarterly anti-bullying
campaign reminders, Good Touch, Bad Touch; Bullying lessons, What is bullying
posters- around the school site)

» Hamilton Elementary staff are informed of our plan during faculty meetings & grade
group meetings

» Parents, students, and staff are all allowed to reports alleged cases of bullying.

» Incidences of bullying are investigated by the administration or guidance counselor within 24 hours
of the report.

» The administration will keep a log of all potential cases of bullying to determine if a pattern becomes
present.

» During investigation process an Incident School Investigation Form will be completed, students are
individually educated about the Georgia, Colquitt County School System, and Hamilton Park
Elementary Policy prohibiting bullying.

»  Only the administration is allowed to assign consequences, or “strikes”, in bullying cases.

Strike System

» Strike One is given after a pattern of bullying has been established. A referral to Guidance Counselor
for individual counseling and written notification in the home language is given to the student and
parent of the 1st strike. This notification also serves as a behavior contract. Age of the child and
severity of the offense will be considered for further consequences at this level. (Plan C - Colquitt
County Code of Student Conduct & Discipline Action Plan)

» Strike Two is given after a repeated act of bullying has been reported. A referral to Guidance
Counselor for a classroom observation, placement in group sessions, and written notification in the
home language is given to the student and parent of the 2nd strike. This notification also serves as a
behavior contract. Age of the child and severity of the second offense will be considered for further
consequences at this level. (Plan C or D - Colquitt County Code of Student Conduct & Discipline
Action Plan)

» Strike Three is given after all previous actions have not resulted in compliance with the NO
BULLYING POLICY. A parent conference is required. (Plan D, E or F - Colquitt County Code of Student
Conduct & Discipline Action Plan)
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Hamilton Elementary School
Parent and Family Engagement Plan for Shared Student Success
2023-2024 School Year
5110 GA Hwy 111
Hartsfield, GA 31756
229.941.5594
Kristyn Nelms, Principal
Plan Revised May 18, 2023

What is Title I?
Hamilton Elementary School is identified as a Title I school as part of “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA).

Title I is designed to support State and local school reform efforts tied to the challenging State academic
standards to improve teaching and learning for students. Title | programs must be based on effective means
of improving student achievement and include strategies to support family engagement. All Title I schools
must jointly develop with parents and family Members a written parent and family engagement plan.

School Plan for Shared Student Achievement
What is it? This is a plan that describes how Hamilton Elementary School will provide opportunities to
improve family engagement to support student learning. Hamilton Elementary School values the
contributions and involvement of parents and family members to establish an equal partnership for the
common goal of improving student achievement. This plan describes the different ways that Hamilton
Elementary School will support family engagement and how parents can help plan and participate in
activities and events to promote student learning at school and at home.

How is it developed? Hamilton Elementary School invited all parents to attend our annual Spring Input
Meeting to review and revise the Parent and Family Engagement Plan as well as the district’s Parent and
Family Engagement Plan, the School-Wide Plan, Building Staff Capacity, the School-Parent Compact, and the
Parent and Family Engagement budget. Hamilton Elementary School also welcomes parent input and
comments at any time regarding the plan. The plan and input form are posted on our school website for
parents to view and submit feedback. The plan is also available in the school office and parent resource area.
Parent and Family Engagement Plans were distributed to all parents during the annual revision meeting.
They are also frequently distributed via REMIND and are in the handbook. All parent feedback was used to
revise the school plan.

Who is it for? All students participating in the Title I, Part A School-Wide program and their families, are
encouraged and invited to fully participate in the opportunities described in this plan. Hamilton Elementary
School will provide full opportunities for participation of parents with limited English or parents of children
with limited English, parents with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities, and parents of
migratory children.
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Where is it available? At the beginning of the year, the plan is included in the student handbook that is given
to all students. The plan will also be posted on the school website and social media. Parents can also obtain a
copy of the plan in the Parent Resource Area located in the media center at Hamilton Elementary School.

CCSD Strategic Plan Goals
The Colquitt County Board of Education
adopted the Colquitt County School District
Strategic Plan on June 26, 2022. The plan
represents input from the community,
families in our school district, students, and
staff. Through community surveys, strategic
planning sessions, SWOT analysis, and data
review, the district developed this strategic
plan to lay the foundation for the work that
will be done over the next 5 years. The plan
highlights the initiatives and performance
goals that align with the Vision, Mission, and
Beliefs of the district. Visit our webpage at
CCSD Strategic Plan of Action to view the
goals and action steps.

2023-2024 School Goals
Hamilton Elementary has chosen to
focus on the following student-centered
goals for the 2023-2024 school year:

e By the end of the school year 2023-
2024, there will be a 3% increase in
Content Mastery in Math on the
Georgia Milestones Assessment in
grades 3-5.

e By the end of the school year 2023-
2024, there will be a 3% decrease in
the percentage of students who need
remediation in the Informational Text
sub-domain on the Georgia Milestones
Assessment in grades 2-5.

School-Parent Compacts
The parents, students, and school staff
developed the School Parent Compact. The
teachers suggested home learning
strategies, parents added ideas to make
them more specific, and students told us
what would help them learn. An annual
revision meeting is held each year to review
the compact and make changes based upon
the needs of students. Parents and
stakeholders are welcome to provide
feedback on the compact and plan
throughout the school year. All feedback
will be used to revise the plan for the next
school year. Visit our website at

http://hes.colquitt.schooldesk.net/ for

more information on our compact.

Let’s Get Together'!

Hamilton Elementary School will host the following events to

build capacity for strong parent and family engagement to

support a partnership among the school, parents, and the
community to improve student academic achievement.

Meetings will be conducted at various times in an effort to

meet the needs of parents’ schedules, and some meetings will

be offered more than once. All meetings will also be offered
virtually via the website and/or a link sent through REMIND
for parents who are unable to attend. All information
furnished at meetings will be provided to parents the week
following the meeting and will be available for download on
the webpage. Information will be provided in both English
and Spanish and in a format that parents can understand.

e TitleI Annual Meeting in August 2023 Agenda: Title I
overview to inform parents of the requirements of Title I
and their rights to be involved; Title I funding, Title I
Parent and Family Engagement Activities, CCRPI update,
and 2023-2024 Testing Data Update

e Parent Capacity Activity Q1 “Understanding
Technology and the Google Platform- Bring Your Own
Technology”, “Math for Kids and Parents”, “Welcome
to My View Reading and Writing” - September/October
2023- Agenda: Parents will be introduced to the apps and
Google platform used at Hamilton; Apps will be
downloaded on home devices; Math Computers in the
Media Center will be available as will Math teachers for
take-home math activities to help with new math
standards for the year; Parents will learn about the new
Reading and Writing Program “My View”

e Parent Capacity Activity Q2 “Family Holiday Fun,
Focus on Guidance, and Academics Take-Home
Activities” - November/December 2023- Hamilton will
provide fun holiday activities for the whole family, as well
as academic take-home activities to make and guidance
suggestions that satisfy parental needs as reflected by the
Fall Survey, 2023.

e Parent Capacity Activity Q3 “De-Mystifying the
Georgia Milestone and MAP Tests” Grade 3-5 and
“What is MAP Benchmark? And How to Avoid the
Summer Slump” Grades K-2 - February 2024 - Agenda:
Parents and all stakeholders will have the opportunity to
learn about the Georgia Milestone and MAP Benchmark
and participate in a simulated testing environment;
Parents of lower grades students will learn about MAP
Benchmark and receive summer activities and computer
programs, as well as competition guidelines for fun
challenges at Hamilton for the Summer of 2024.
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Parent Resource Area o Title I Revision and Stakeholder’s Input Meeting -

Hamilton Elementary School Parent March 2024 - Agenda: All stakeholders will have an
Resource Room/Area is located in our opportunity to meet to share strategies to build
media center and is open to all parents from partnerships: Parents and families will give input on our
8:00 - 2:00 each day. There are resources Title I Program including the school and district Parent
available for parents to check out for and Family Engagement Plan, the School-Parent Compact,
student use at home. A computer is also the parent engagement budget, the Title I Plan, and
available for appropriate parent use in the building staff capacity. Meetings will be offered virtually
media center. Parent Resources are and person-to-person at a variety of times.

available in the front hallway of the school. | ¢ Parent Capacity Activity Q4 “STEAM and AG Day at
Hamilton- Celebrating Ag in the Classroom”-
April/May 2024- Agenda: Parents will be invited to attend
a day-long celebration of STEAM and Ag in the Classroom.
Students will participate in experiments and exhibits, and

Contact our school parent liaison parents will receive at-home activities, as well as
Dr. Kimberly May at 229.941.5594 or by activities to prevent the Summer Slump, and register to
email at kimberly.may@colquitt.k12.ga.us help care for Hamilton’s Garden and Animals through the
for more information. Summer of 2024.
PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT Hamilton Elementary School is committed to helping our
Hamilton Elementary School believes that parents and families attend the family activities listed in this

plan. Please call or email us if you need assistance with child

family engagement means the participation e 1 i
care or transportation in order to participate in our programs.

of parents and family members in regular

two-way, and meaningful communication Kristyn Nelms
involving student academic learning and PRINCIPAL
other school activities, including ensuring: 229.941.5594 or

kristyn.nelms@colquitt.k12.ga.us

® That parents play an integral role in

assisting their child’s learning. Dr. Kimberly May
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
® That parents are encouraged to be PARENT LIAISON
actively involved in their child’s 229.941.5594 or
education at school. kimberly.may@colquitt.k12.ga.us

® That parents are full partners in their
child’s education and are included, as

appropriate, in decision-making and on SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
advisory committees to assist in the We want to hear from you. If you have any suggestions, or if
education of their child. there is any part of this plan you feel does not align with the

students’ or the schools’ goals for academic achievement,
please feel free to contact us and share your comments and
ideas for improvement. There is also an opportunity to
provide suggestions online at
http://hes.colquitt.schooldesk.net/

Building Capacity
Hamilton Elementary School will take the following measures to promote and support parents and family
members as an important foundation of the school in order to strengthen the school and reach our school
goals. We will:
e Ensure that all information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is
sent home in English, Spanish, and Vietnamese posted on the school website, Facebook and school
marquee, and included in school newsletters.
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Educate our staff via PLC’s, faculty meetings or planning periods and emails on strategies to improve
communication with parents and ideas to increase family engagement with reading and math
activities for students outside the classroom.

Communicate with all families on a regular basis regarding parent and family engagement events and
activities, such as phone messages, social media, and flyers; Use progress reports and Infinite
Campus to assist parents in monitoring their child’s progress.

Provide necessary materials for parents at conferences, meetings, and activities to help parents work
with their child to improve their child’s achievement, including the harms of copyright piracy.

Listen and respond to parents’ request for additional support for parent and family engagement
activities and provide parent resources to meet our parents’ needs.

Partner with early childhood programs or other programs (as applicable) to help prepare parents
and their children for successful school transitioning.

Work with our parents to develop relevant trainings and helpful presentations to educate our staff
on the importance of parent and family engagement and how to support student learning.

Offer literacy and computer classes for parents and family members to help further enhance their
various educational levels and English Acquisition (at District level)

Collect feedback from parents and family members at all events, place input cards around the
building, and post a suggestion form on the school website in order to respond to parents’ requests
for additional support for parent and family engagement activities.

Parent and Family Engagement Standards

HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL and our parents have adopted the National PTA Standards for Family-
School Partnerships as the school’s model in engaging parents, students, and the community. These standards

are:

O W

Welcoming All Families
Communicating Effectively
Supporting Student Success
Speaking Up for Every Child
Sharing Power

Collaborating with Community
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ﬁt’hat isa Schoof-Parerh

Compact?

A School-Parent Compact for Achievement
is an agreement between parents,
students, and teachers developed together.
It explains how parents and teachers will
work together te help our students
achieve grade-level standards.

Effective Compacts:

. Link to goals of the School
Improvement Plan

* Focus on student learning skills

* Describe how teachers will help
students develop those skills
using high-quality instruction

. Share strategies parents can use
at home

+  Explain how teachers and parents
will communicate about student
pProgress

. Describe opportunities for
parents to volunteer, observe,
and participate in the classroom

Jointly Developed

The parents, students, and staff of
Hamilten Elementary School developed
this School-Parent Compact for
Achievement. Teachers suggest home
learning strategies, parents added ideas to
make them meore specific, and students
told us what would help them learn.
Meetings are held each year to review the
compact and make changes based upon
the student needs.

Parents are welcome to contribute

comments at any time.

2023-2024 School Goals
Hamilton Elementary has chosen to focus on
the following student-centered goals for the

2023-2024 school year:
e By the end of the school year 2023-2024,
there will be a 3% increase in Content
Mastery in Math on the Georgia Milestones
Assessment in grades 3-5.
By the end of the school year 2023-2024,
there will be a 3% decrease in the
percentage of students who need
remediation in the Informational Text sub-
domain on the Georgia Milestones
Assessment grades 3-5.

CCSD Strategic Plan Goals
The Colquitt County Board of Education
adopted the Colquitt County School District
Strategic Plan on June 26, 2022. The plan
represents input from the community, families in
our school district, students, and staff. Through
community surveys, strategic planning sessions,
SWOT analysis, and data review, the district
developed this strategic plan to lay the
foundation for the work that will be done over
the next 5 years. The plan highlights the
initiatives and nerformance anals that alion with

AU

/ Activities to Build

Partnerships

Parents are always welcome at Hamilton.

We believe parents, teachers, and

students work together to make learning

successful. Listed below are a few of the

opportunities for parents to join us at

school

Parent-Student Lunches

Open House

Annual Meeting

Technology Night/Math Night-

Quarter 1

Christmas/Academic Activity-

Quarter 2

GMAS Info Night- Quarter 3

Stem Day/Night- Quarter 4

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Annual Title I Review

0. Outdoor/Garden Activities
AND MORE!!!!
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Communication About
Student Learning

Hamilton Elementary is committed to frequent
two-way communication with family about
student learning. Some of the ways you can
expect us to reach out to you are:

1. REMIND texts

2. Our Hamilton Webpage

3. Weekly Homework Folders or

Newsletters
4. Infinite Campus
5. Parent-Teacher Conferences

Contact us with questions about your child's
progress: 229.941.5594 /

Want to volunteer, participate, or observe in a
classroom? Contact Dr. Kimberly May 229.941.5594
or kimberly.may@colguitt.kl2.ga.ns

~

Hamilton
Elementary
School

2023-2024

Revised 05/18/2023

Teachers, Parents, and Students—Together for Success

Teacher/School
Responsibilities:
In the Classroom:
Teachers will work with students and
their families to support students’ success
in all academic areas. Some of our key
connections with families will be:

* Provide parents with home
learning activities full of
materials that suppert what your
child is learning each day

s Offer free Family Academic and
Learning Suppeort Nights this
year

» Actively engage in using Google
Classrooms (age-appropriately)

*  Use weekly newsletters,
homework folders, and REMIND
to help parents and students be
successful academically

Family

Responsibilities
At Home:
Hamilton School Parents joined staff to
develop ideas about how families can
support students’ success academically.
Individual families may have other ideas
to add to the list:

* Have fun with learning! Use
materials students bring home
from class to explore learning at
home.

s  Attend Family Nights, or get
information from the teacher or
webpage if you cannot attend

s Actively engage in using Google
Classrooms (age-appropriately)

* Look for weekly newsletters,
homework folders, and REMIND
to help parents and students be
successful academically

@nilﬁnn School Students joined staff and parents to develop ideas about how they can succeed

in schoeol and excel academically. Students thought of the following ideas to make connections

between learning at home and at school:

»  Talk with my family about school every day. Share what [ am learning. and go over and

complete my homework.

» Attend Family Nights, or get information from the teacher or webpage if you cannot

attend

»  Show my family how to use Google Classrooms (age-appropriately) and use the links to

practice and complete assignments

» Take home weekly newsletters and homework folders to be successful academically.

Revised May 18, 2023
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HAMILTON

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“Helping Every Student Each Day Achieve Excellence In Every Way”
5110 GA Highway 111
Hartsfield, Georgia 31756
(229) 941-5594
Fax: (229) 941-5818

Kristyn R. Nelms Cyndi Webb Dr. Kimberly May
Principal Secretary Assistant Principal
Parent Policy Sign Off
2023-2024

Parents please initial each line and sign at the bottom of the page. This is to help you not have to tear out all
the pages in the handbook, so you can have it for your reference. The other items are in the student’s
handbook grades 3-5. Pre K -2n a paper copy is also attached.

___I'have read the Parent Involvement Policy and Parent Compact.

___T'have read the Bullying Awareness Plan.

____I'have read the Colquitt County Attendance Policy.

___T'have read the Hamilton Student Handbook.

___I'have read the Colquitt County Handbook and CC Code of Conduct.

___I'have read the Hamilton Club Policy.

__Tunderstand the new state and local guidelines on food items brought into the school.

o During school hours. (a) Food items served to students at class parties or school
functions will be commercially prepared and packaged. Nutritional labels will be
available on all products served. Homemade items will not be allowed at school functions
during normal school hours. (state and local new guidelines)

I decline permission for my child to participate in a club or organization. By signing and returning this portion

oftheh andbook to the school I understand that my child WILL NOT be allowed to participate in clubs that
would normally be open to him or her.

Name of Student Teacher

Name of Club(s)

Parent/Guardian Signature

Revised 7/1/23



