
BECOMING A TEACHER 
 Are you thinking about becoming a teacher? As you likely know, 
all Georgia teachers must be certified to teach, and the Professional 

Standards Commission (GAPSC) issues certificates. To get a teaching certificate in 
Georgia, you must be employed by a school system or charter school.  You can be 
prepared for a certificate the traditional way, through a college program, or by the 
alternative route. With the alternative route you basically try to get hired as a 
teacher and THEN get a non-renewable certificate (formerly called a 
"provisional"). You continue your training while teaching. 

TRADITIONAL ROUTE: Teachers earn certificates by completing "approved 
programs" in college that lead to certification in a particular field and by passing 
the GACE (Georgia Assessment for Certification of Educators) test in their 
particular field, and by being hired. Examples of fields are Early Childhood 
(grades Pre K - 5), Special Education, or content fields such as English or Science.  
Teachers who complete approved programs and pass the required GACE earn a 
"INT Pathway 1, 2, or 3 certificate. These certificates can convert to Standard 
Teaching Certificates after 3 years of successful teaching. A Bachelor's degree can 
be an approved program, and some universities offer a Master of Arts in Teaching 
(MAT) or a Master’s degree in a content field such as English as approved teacher 
certification programs for students whose undergraduate degree did not qualify 
them to earn a teaching certificate. With a Master’s program, you not only earn 
your certificate but also begin your career at the Master’s level--a substantial pay 
difference. 

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE: Applicants who have NOT completed approved 
education programs but have completed a baccalaureate degree, such as a major in 
Psychology, Business Administration or other ‘non-teacher prep program,” must 
use an alternative route to become certified to teach. The alternative route, also 
called "transition to teaching," also requires you to be hired by a school system 
before you can request a certificate. First, you must meet the GACE Program 
Admission Assessment requirement (http://gace.ets.org/)  

After taking care of this requirement you would decide on the fields you are 
interested in for certification. You can get credit for any GACE test you are able to 
pass, but you should consider areas of strength based on your college degree.(By 
the way, all GACE test passing scores are automatically reported to the GAPSC 
and become part of your file. This is good when you apply for your actual 
certificate since your eligible fields from GACE are then an established part of 
your record.)  

http://gace.ets.org/


So if you have a four-year degree, have the Program Admission Assessment 
covered, and you have passed a content area GACE, you can apply for a teaching 
position in that particular content area.  If you convince the hiring principal that 
you are the best candidate for the job, even without a certificate, and you get hired 
for the job, then the school system can apply for an Induction Certificate, Pathway 
4 in your teaching field. Then you must also pass the GACE Ethics Assessment. 
You will be issued a non-renewable INT4 that is good for 3 years and during that 
time you can complete a GAPSC-approved program through a university (for 
example, the Master of Arts in Teaching or a Master's degree in Special Education 
or a Master's in English, and so on) to get your standard, professional certificate. 
Or, instead of a university program that you arrange, your hiring system could also 
sponsor you to participate in GATAPP (Georgia Teaching Academy for 
Preparation and Pedagogy) within those three years. Completing GATAPP would 
lead you to a clear, renewable certificate but not a Master's degree. So you would 
begin your career as a teacher with a non-renewable certificate, but by the end of 
three years, you would complete further training and be eligible for a clear, 
renewable, professional certificate.  

 
WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION

GACE Testing site: http://gace.ets.org/ 
 
GA Professional Standards Commission: 
http://www.gapsc.com/ 
 
ON GAPSC.COM 
See the Prospective Educator Tab: 
http://www.gapsc.com/ProspectiveEducator/ProspectiveEducator.aspx 
 
Overview of GATAPP 
http://www.gapsc.com/EducatorPreparation/GaTAPP/GaTAPP.aspx 

Tiered Certification 

http://www.gapsc.com/Certification/TieredCertification/tieredCertification.as
px 
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You have a four‐year degree and want to be a 
teacher!  Your degree is NOT part of 
preparation program for teacher certification. 

 

 

 

 

Alternative RouteTraditional, Approved Program Route

Meet the GACE Program Admission Assessment Requirement 

Pass one or more content area GACE tests 
in fields that you feel suited to teach. 
(Math and Science are always in 
demand!) 

Complete a Masters’ Degree that is 
approved by the Georgia Professional 
Standards Commission as one leading 
to initial certification.  

Register for, take, and pass  your Content 
Area  GACE. Pass Ethics Assessment   Apply for open teaching positions as a  

“transition to teaching” candidate.  (This means you 
have content knowledge as demonstrated by GACE 
but will need more training in “how” to teach.)  

 Apply for open teaching positions as a 
fully certified teacher.  

 Be hired by a school system impressed with your 
credentials and commitment.  Again, math and 
science are always in demand. Special Education is 
also a high need field. 

School system requests and you are 
issued a clear, renewable Teaching 
Certificate at Master's Level (INT1‐5).  

 Hiring school system applies for your 
Induction Certificate, Pathway 4 (INT 4). 
You have three years to earn a clear, 
renewable certificate. 

 Enroll in college and 
complete a GAPSC‐
approved Master’s Degree 
program that leads to 
Master’s level certification 
(SRT‐5) 

After recommendation from 
hiring system, complete 
GATAPP (usually takes 1 – 1 ½ 
years; costs $4000 ‐$4500.) 
With Bachelor’s Degree, 
GATAPP leads to SRT4 


